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In ecological approaches to Second Language Acquisition (SLA), the focus is on the establishing and maintaining the relationships among physical, social and symbolic elements in the learners’ environment.  A teacher can play the common role to be an instructor or to work in the learners’ Zone of Proximal Development to scaffold the learner in the learning processes. Although there are a lot of empirical studies documenting the effect of scaffolding in learning, there are yet to show how ecological perspectives provide pathways for advantageous SLA classrooms. This paper firstly aims at introducing the concept of scaffolding as an indication of an attempt to take practically ecological approach to SLA. The second objective is to compare and/or contrast diverse forms of scaffolding to be most expedient for second language learners. More specifically, the current study is an attempt to provide suggestions in order to implement Van Lier (1996)’s six conditions for scaffolding (i.e. Continuity, Contextual support, Intersubjectivity, Contingency, Handover/Takeover, and Flow) in language classrooms. 
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