Feuerstein’s Instrumental Enrichment and EFL learner’s Speaking

Abstract

This paper is the report of the researcher’s attempt to diagnose the EFL learners’ problems in oral performance, in the first place; then, to design a program based on Feuerstein’s Instrumental enrichment, to enhance the learners’ oral skill in a short period of an academic semester.

Summary

This study was an attempt to improve 10 EFL Islamic Azad university students’ oral performance, as found to be in urgent need of attention administering a speaking strategy questionnaire at the outset of the semester. Therefore, the following research question was formulated:

1) Can Instrumental Enrichment (IE) program enhance the EFL learners’ oral performance? 

The pretest, treatment, posttest design was selected. The speaking strategy questionnaire helped the researcher to locate the area of the problem in the participants’ oral performance. In order to evaluate the participants initial speaking ability prior to the IE program, the structured speaking model based on Phone Pass tasks available in www.ordinate.com was selected. The enrichment program, which was designed taking into account the core speaking, communication, cognitive and metacognitive strategies as well as Feuerstein’s signified mediational features of intentionality, reciprocity, and transcendence, was implemented in three phases of: pronunciation, accuracy, and fluency. The program was implemented in private sessions during the current academic semester (1395-1396). The posttest of oral performance was administered to be paralleled with the pretest after the 10 enrichment sessions. The students’ outperformance in the post test and their own satisfaction of their significant improvement indicated the advantage of the program. 

