Ecology: The overlooked concept in language testing

Abstract

The current study is an attempt to interrelate the fundamental concepts of second/foreign language learning with language testing by means of ecological perspectives.  Kramsch, the pioneer of the bringing the significance of the concept of ecology to the FLL classes, suggested language teachers to become teachers of meaning rather than the teachers of linguistic codes. The ecological tenets she highlighted were of vital considerations of meaning as meaning is relational, multi-dimensional, mediated, subjective, unpredictable, double voiced, emergent, fractal, historically contingent and reflexive. In a logical interpretation, TEFL practitioners are given the idea that if meaning is so much critical in language classes, and so it is in testing. In other words, if we are to consider meaning with all its dimensions in our classes, we are also to take this concept seriously in assessing our students’ performance. The concept of ecology, then, can be beneficially added to the Messick’s Progressive Matrix’s of construct validity.    

