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Learning and how to learn are major issues in all educational settings.  Most teachers are concerned to find ways of helping students learn better.  Papert (1993) believes that "better learning will not come from finding better ways for the teacher to instruct, but from giving the learner better opportunities to construct” (p. 3).  Among the many techniques available, concept mapping as an effective tool for organizing new information and integrating it with the existing knowledge can provide learners with opportunities to learn and construct knowledge (Gao, et al., 2007; Novak, & Canas, 2006).  Various studies on concept mapping have revealed that this technique has prominent roles in a variety of instructional settings and is widely implemented in classroom instruction which leads to more comprehensive learning of language skills (Ojima, 2006).  In spite of the significant role of concept mapping, few studies have attempted to test its effect on learning specialized subjects experimentally.  These findings inspired the researchers to compare two groups of university students who were passing their testing course.  After administering a TOEFL test and assuring the homogeneity of the two groups, they were exposed to two different modes of instruction for testing.  At the end of one academic term, both groups participated in a final test to investigate the effect of concept mapping on course achievement.  The results of the study supported the assumption that concept mapping technique can be beneficial and an aid to learning specialized subject matters.
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